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Our Director: Kenneth Ferris received his music degrees and training from Western Connecticut State University,
University of Connecticut and the University of Hartford’s Hartt School of Music. He taught for the Bristol school system
for 37 years, serving for 20 years as music department chairman. His choirs have performed for President Carter and
Pope John Paul II. He has directed over 450 performances with his madrigals, show choirs and concert choirs. Ken's
school choirs have performed in most of the Eastern United States and in Montreal and Toronto. As director of the St.
Ann Church Choir, Ken and the choir traveled in 1999 to Rome for a papal performance. Ken has produced and directed
numerous musicals staged at community venues. As artistic director of the Bristol Choral Society, Ken and the ensemble
traveled to Bermuda for a five-day concert tour in 2008 and in 2010 went to the Caribbean to perform. As a vocalist, Ken
is in constant demand and has performed many solo concerts for organizations in the community and around the state.
Ken continues to coach and teach private vocal students. He lives with his wife Marylou in Burlington.

Our Accompanist: Stacy Cahoon received her Master of Music Degree in Piano Accompanying from the Hartt
School of Music and a Bachelor of Music in Performance from the University of Massachusetts at Lowell. Active as a
freelance accompanist, she has appeared throughout the Northeast, including the Lincoln Center Library and St. Peter’s
Church in New York City. She has had the distinct pleasure of being the Travelers Chorale accompanist since 1995. As a
soloist, Stacy has performed recitals in Hartford, most recently at Center Church, as well as throughout Cape Cod.
Stacy’s setting of the e.e. cummings poem, “little tree” premiered at the Bushnell Mortensen Hall in December 2008 and
was dedicated to the Travelers Chorale. Recent vocal compositions have premiered at the 2012 Women Composers
Festival of Hartford at Hartt and the Town and County Club in Hartford. Stacy is an independent piano teacher in West
Hartford, where she lives with her husband, Mark, and her two musical daughters.

BBWE Music Director and Conductor: Richard Theriault is a former director of bands at Bristol Eastern High
School in Bristol, Conn. He completed his undergraduate and graduate degrees at Western Connecticut State University.
Richard has been an instrumental instructor and band director for the past 40 years. He was elected Bristol’s Teacher of
the Year in 1993 and was elected as Connecticut representative of “50 Directors Who Make a Difference” for School Band
and Orchestra Magazine, a national publication. He has been guest conductor for various functions including the
Connecticut Music Educators Northern, Southern, and Western Regional Band Festivals, the Connecticut Future
Musicians All-State Parochial School Band and the Bristol Symphony. Richard is a retired music director of the 102nd
Army National Guard Band. He is past president of the Phi Beta Mu band directors’ fraternity as well as former
chairman of the Arts Committee for the Connecticut Association of Secondary Schools. Along with conducting duties of
the Bristol Brass and Winds, Richard is a woodwind instructor at Miss Porter’s School, and assistant musical director of
the Bristol Choral Society. He plays professionally in the Hartford area as a saxophonist, and performed in pit bands for
Frank Gorshin and Sammy Davis, Jr.

Claire Boers: Our guest pianist is a 2012 graduate of Hall High School in West Hartford, where she sang in the Concert
Choir, Voce di Coeli, as well as studying piano for many years with Stacy Cahoon. Currently a freshman at UConn, she is
studying French and Communications, with a minor in music. She sings in the UConn Concert Choir and the Collegiate
Singers and is continuing her piano studies with Mo Tian.

Instrumentalists:
Clarinet-Eric Johnson Electric Bass-Jeff Darmetko Oboe-Peter Wortman Percussion-Greg Caputo

Our Advisory Board:

President: Patrick R. Spadaccino Treasurer: Kathleen Kondratovicz
Vice President: Nancy A. Brownstein Secretary: Jennifer Keyes
Business Manager: Amanda Dondelinger Librarian: Deb Susca

Executive Board Members: Michael Dolan & Yushen Michelsen

Committee Chairpersons:

Auditions: Julie Fredrickson

Events: Amy Lamica

External Communications: Amanda Dondelinger
Filings & Compliance: Catharine Floryan
Internal Communications: Bev Gilman
Membership: Phil Stice

Music: Katherine N. Stott

Publications: Cheryl P. Sullivan
Publicity: Lisa M.Darmetko
Publicity Advisor: Jack Powell
Recordings: Kara Robichaud
Retiree Liaison: Dale Eberhardt
Scheduling: Yushen Michelsen
Website: Randy Walker

Director Emeritus: Lois Jungas Honorary Members: Dorothy Barnhart & Michael G. Rooney

The Travelers Choral Club, now called the Travelers Chorale, was formed in 1924 and started out as a small ensemble
performing in the Travelers auditorium. In 1931, the group appeared at the newly opened Bushnell Auditorium and has
performed annually in Mortensen Hall ever since (with the exception of the WWII years). During the 1940s, ‘50s and
‘60s, the group sang Christmas carols on radio station WTIC, then owned by the Travelers.

In 1965, the ensemble sang at the World’s Fair Travelers Pavilion in New York City. Over the years, members of the
group have performed at Festival of Light in Hartford, at community carol singing events in Hartford’s South End, on

Constitution Plaza as part of Plaza Pizzazz, at the Festival of Trees in the Wadsworth Atheneum, at Hartford Hospital to
entertain the natiente and at the Travelere Chamninanchin in Cromwell Tn onn~7 the Travelere Charal Chih wac hannred
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The Travelers Chorale invites you to visit our website at travelerschorale.org
for information about upcoming performances, music programs, choral club history,
photo albums, audio recordings, frequently asked questions, contacts, club traditions and more.
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